


surgeon demonstrates incompetence. Most outpatient 
facilities grant privileges in a similar manner and you 
can verify this if you are contemplating surgery in 
�R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���I�D�F�L�L�O�W�L�H�V�����2�I�¿�F�H���E�D�V�H�G���V�X�U�J�H�U�\���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W��
have to answer to such criteria and any surgeon can 
�R�S�H�U�D�W�H���L�Q���K�L�V���K�H�U���R�Z�Q���R�I�¿�F�H���D�Q�G���S�H�U�I�R�U�P���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V��
beyond their scope of practice. Surgeons who cannot 
obtain privileges to perform a procedure in a hospital 
�R�U�� �R�X�W�S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�� �I�D�F�L�O�L�W�\���� �G�X�H�� �W�R�� �O�D�F�N�� �R�I�� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�U��
�L�Q�F�R�P�S�H�W�H�Q�F�H���� �P�D�\�� �R�I�I�H�U�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�� �L�Q�� �D�Q�� �R�I�¿�F�H��
setting. Patients must pay particular attention when 
�R�I�¿�F�H���E�D�V�H�G���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V���D�U�H���R�I�I�H�U�H�G��
Surgeons must perform procedures in an operating 
facility that utilizes some form of anesthesia. Operating 
�U�R�R�P�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G���E�\���D�Q���H�Q�W�L�W�\���Z�K�L�F�K���D�V�V�X�U�H�V��
that the facility meets all the safety requirements. The 
Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare 
Organizations (JCAHO) or the American Association 
for Accreditation of Ambulatory Surgery Facilities 
(AAASHF) are the major certifying bodies for 
operating facilities. Patients should always make sure 
that the facility in which they will undergo surgery is 
�F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G���E�\�� �R�Q�H���R�I�� �W�K�H�V�H���H�Q�W�L�W�L�H�V���� �0�R�V�W���V�W�D�W�H���P�H�G�L�F�D�O��
boards, plastic surgery boards, and societies have 
rules and regulations pertaining to the use of surgical 
facilities by their members as well. The method of 
anesthesia chosen and those administering it should 
be appropriate for the procedure. An anesthesiologist 
�R�U�� �&�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G�� �5�H�J�L�V�W�H�U�H�G�� �1�X�U�V�H�� �$�Q�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�V�W�V�� ���&�5�1�$����
�D�U�H���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���T�X�D�O�L�¿�H�G���W�R���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���D�Q�H�V�W�K�H�V�L�D��
and various forms of sedation. Their credentials 
�V�K�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�� �Y�H�U�L�¿�H�G�� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �E�H�I�R�U�H�� �X�Q�G�H�U�J�R�L�Q�J�� �D��
procedure.

ACADEMIES and SOCIETIES
�7�K�H�V�H���H�Q�W�L�W�L�H�V���D�U�H���X�V�X�D�O�O�\���F�R�P�S�U�L�V�H�G���R�I���E�R�D�U�G���F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G��
surgeons within their specialty or subspecialty 
that share common goals. It is here where most 
of the confusion about plastic surgery occurs, as 
�W�K�H�V�H�� �V�R�F�L�H�W�L�H�V�� �P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �³�E�R�D�U�G�� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�´�� �D�V�� �D��
requirement for membership. Some members may 
�Q�R�W���E�H���E�R�D�U�G���F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�D�W���V�R�F�L�H�W�\�¶�V���S�U�R�F�O�D�L�P�H�G��
�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�W�\���� �)�R�U�� �H�[�D�P�S�O�H���� �D�� �J�\�Q�H�F�R�O�R�J�L�V�W���� �Z�K�R�� �L�V��
�Q�R�W�� �E�R�D�U�G�� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G�� �L�Q�� �S�O�D�V�W�L�F�� �V�X�U�J�H�U�\���� �F�D�Q�� �H�[�L�V�W�� �D�V�� �D��
member of a cosmetic surgery society or academy. 
Listed below are some of the societies and academies 
that include plastic, aesthetic, and cosmetic surgery 
along with a brief description of each and a website 
address. This will assist patients in choosing an 
appropriate plastic surgeon.
The AMERICAN SOCIETY of PLASTIC 
SURGEONS (ASPS)

�0�H�P�E�H�U�V�K�L�S���L�Q���W�K�L�V���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V���F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q��
by the American Board of Plastic Surgery and 
�I�X�O�¿�O�O�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �S�H�U�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�I�H����
competent practice of plastic surgery. Members 
must also adhere to a strict code of ethics including 
advertising and marketing. Only members of 
this society can display it’s logo and can perform 
procedures on the face and entire body. www.
plasticsurgery.org

The AMERICAN SOCIETY for AESTHETIC 
PLASTIC SURGERY (ASAPS)

This is the largest society of plastic surgeons 
�F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �%�R�D�U�G�� �R�I�� �3�O�D�V�W�L�F�� �6�X�U�J�H�U�\��
who are members of the ASPS and specialize in 
cosmetic surgery. In addition to meeting the criteria of 
�W�K�H���$�%�3�6�� �D�Q�G���$�6�3�6���� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �P�X�V�W�� �I�X�O�¿�O�O�� �V�W�U�L�Q�J�H�Q�W��
requirements satisfying specialization in cosmetic 
surgery. Members can perform procedures on the face 
and body.  Display of the ASAPS logo is limited only 
to members. www.surgery.org.
The AMERICAN ACADEMY of FACIAL PLASTIC 
and RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY (AAFPS)

This is the largest group of surgeons specializing 
in facial plastic surgery. It is comprised mainly 
�R�I�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �%�R�D�U�G�� �R�I��
�2�W�R�O�R�D�U�\�J�R�O�R�J�\�� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �Q�X�P�E�H�U�� �D�U�H�� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G��
by the American Board of Facial Plastic and 
�5�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�Y�H�� �6�X�U�J�H�U�\���� �0�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H��
American Board of Plastic Surgery are eligible for 
membership as well. AAFPS surgeons meet strict 
requirements pertaining to safe, competent, and 
ethical practice of facial plastic surgery. AAFPS 
members can only perform facial plastic surgery, 
�H�[�F�H�S�W���W�K�R�V�H���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���Z�K�R���D�U�H���F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���$�%�3�6����
�<�R�X���P�X�V�W���F�D�U�H�I�X�O�O�\���F�K�H�F�N���W�K�H�V�H���F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�K�H�Q���D��
surgeon, who is a member of the AAFPS, is to operate 
on a region of the body other then the head and neck. 
www.aafprs.org.  
The AMERICAN ACADEMY of COSMETIC 
SURGERY (ACCS)

Members of this society specialize in cosmetic 
�V�X�U�J�H�U�\�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�� �$�%�0�6�� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G�� �V�X�U�J�H�R�Q�V����
�V�X�U�J�H�R�Q�V�� �Q�R�W�� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �$�%�0�6���� �D�Q�G�� �Q�R�Q��
�V�X�U�J�H�R�Q�V���� �7�K�H�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�¶�V�� �$�%�0�6�� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �G�R�H�V��
�Q�R�W�� �K�D�Y�H�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �¿�H�O�G�� �R�I�� �S�O�D�V�W�L�F�� �V�X�U�J�H�U�\���� �$�V�� �D��
�U�H�V�X�O�W�����$�%�0�6���F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G���J�\�Q�H�F�R�O�R�J�L�V�W�V�����G�H�U�P�D�W�R�O�R�J�L�V�W�V����
general surgeons, etc. can become members. Unlike 
�W�K�H���$�6�3�6�����$�6�$�3�6�����D�Q�G���$�$�)�3�5�6�����$�%�)�3�5�6���F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G������
�Z�K�R�V�H���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���D�U�H���$�%�0�6���F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G���L�Q���S�O�D�V�W�L�F���V�X�U�J�H�U�\����
�$�&�&�6�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �G�R�� �Q�R�W�� �K�D�Y�H�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G�� �D�V�� �V�X�F�K����
Dermatologists, gynecologists, general surgeons, 
and others “deemed appropriate by the ACCS”, 
such as cosmetic surgeons, can become members. 
ABPS and ABFPRS can become members of this 
academy as well. As a result, you must carefully read 
the membership requirements of the ACCS, when 
considering one of it’s members for your surgery and 
what procedure you are considering. 

�)�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����D�Q���$�&�&�6���P�H�P�E�H�U�����Z�K�R���L�V���D�Q���$�%�0�6��
�E�R�D�U�G���F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G�����G�H�U�P�D�W�R�O�R�J�L�V�W���L�V���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\���T�X�D�O�L�¿�H�G���W�R��
�L�Q�M�H�F�W���¿�O�O�H�U�V���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���I�D�F�H�����S�H�U�I�R�U�P���P�L�Q�L�P�D�O�O�\���L�Q�Y�D�V�L�Y�H��
rejuvenation procedures, chemical peels, and when 
appropriately trained, liposuction on certain body 
�U�H�J�L�R�Q�V���� �<�R�X�� �P�X�V�W�� �L�Q�T�X�L�U�H�� �L�I�� �W�K�H�\�� �D�U�H�� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G�� �D�Q�G��
�T�X�D�O�L�¿�H�G�� �W�R�� �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�� �D�� �E�U�H�D�V�W�� �D�X�J�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���� �Z�K�H�Q��
compared to the same academy member surgeon, 
�Z�K�R���L�V���D�O�V�R���F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���%�R�D�U�G���R�I���3�O�D�V�W�L�F��
Surgery (ABPS). Yet both are members of the same 
academy!

It is within this academy that the confusion arises, 
�D�V���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���E�O�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���P�L�[�L�Q�J���R�I���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�W�L�H�V��

�D�Q�G���V�R�F�L�H�W�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���Y�D�U�\�L�Q�J���F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V����
Physicians within this academy have the potential to 
deviate from their core training and practice beyond 
�W�K�H�L�U���F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G���V�F�R�S�H���R�I���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���D�Q�G���P�D�U�N�H�W���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V��
as plastic surgeons. ACCS member physicians, 
practicing within their scope of practice, and areas of 
�H�[�S�H�U�W�L�V�H���D�U�H���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\���F�R�P�S�H�W�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���J�R�R�G��
candidates for consideration when choosing a plastic 
surgeon. www.accs.org.

SUMMARY
A synopsis of the major categories of plastic 

�V�X�U�J�H�U�\�� �W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���� �V�R�F�L�H�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �D�F�D�G�H�P�\��
membership, licensure, facilities, and scope of 
practice has been presented here. Using the ABMS 
�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �I�R�U�� �E�R�D�U�G�� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���� �R�Q�O�\�� �W�Z�R��
types of plastic surgeons are members and meet the 
�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �F�U�L�W�H�U�L�D���� �S�O�D�V�W�L�F�� �V�X�U�J�H�R�Q�V�� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H��
�$�%�3�6�� �D�Q�G�� �I�D�F�L�D�O�� �S�O�D�V�W�L�F�� �V�X�U�J�H�R�Q�V�� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H��
�$�%�)�3�5�6���� �)�D�F�L�D�O�� �S�O�D�V�W�L�F�� �V�X�U�J�H�R�Q�V�� �D�U�H�� �R�Q�O�\�� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G��
to operate on the head and neck, whereas the ABPS 
�F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G�� �V�X�U�J�H�R�Q�� �F�D�Q�� �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�� �I�D�F�L�D�O�� �S�O�D�V�W�L�F�� �V�X�U�J�H�U�\��
and plastic surgery on the entire body.
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